
March 10, 2026

Gianni Infantino, President
Fédération Internationale de Football Association
FIFA-Strasse 20 
P.O. Box 8044 
Zurich, Switzerland

Dear President Infantino:

As the United States prepares to welcome international visitors for the rapidly approaching 2026 FIFA
World Cup (FWC), we write with great concern regarding the decisions made by the Fédération Internationale
de Football Association (FIFA) that have led to rising costs for fans and host cities. Both American fans and
international visitors should have access to tickets at affordable prices. The extreme high demand for World
Cup tickets should not be a green light for price gouging at the expense of the people who make the World Cup
the most-watched sporting event in the world.  

When the  tri-nation  model  for  the  2026 World  Cup was  announced and confirmed  in  2018,  FIFA
emphasized an inclusive tournament experience, including the availability of hundreds of thousands of low-cost
tickets, some projected at approximately $21, to allow fans to follow their teams across all host cities in North
America.1 That vision of an accessible, global celebration, welcoming 48 national teams and their supporters
from every corner of the world, has been undermined by a dynamic priced ticketing model that is financially
exclusionary and stands in stark contrast to the vision presented. This pricing structure has made tickets for all
stages of FWC games unaffordable for many fans who have already confirmed travel  for this monumental
international sporting event.

It is our understanding that in response to widespread international opposition to the extremely high
prices  of  World  Cup  tickets,  FIFA  made  a  limited  number  available  to  national  football  federations  for
independent distribution at approximately $60 each.2 However, these tickets represent only 1-2 percent of the
total tickets available for the 2026 FWC, and only a few hundred will be available per game.3 Beyond this small
portion of affordable tickets, the overwhelming majority of fans traveling from across the globe will only have
access  to substantially  inflated  ticket  prices  through a limited  lottery  system and resale  platforms.  Current
pricing indicates that the least expensive group-stage tickets average over $200, while the lowest-priced tickets
for the final match exceed $4,000.4

1 WAFB, FIFA slashes price of some World Cup tickets to $60 after global fan backlash (Dec. 17, 2025), 
https://www.wafb.com/2025/12/17/fifa-slashes-price-some-world-cup-tickets-60-after-global-fan-backlash/
2 FIFA, FIFA World Cup 2026™ new ticket pricing tier (Dec. 16, 2025), 
https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026/articles/fifa-world-cup-2026-new-ticket-pricing-tier
3 CNN, “FIFA slashes price of some World Cup tickets after fan backlash,” CNN.com (Dec. 16, 2025), 
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/12/16/sport/soccer-fifa-slashes-price-of-some-world-cup-tickets-after-fan-backlash
4 Sports Illustrated, FIFA Act on 2026 World Cup Tickets, Far Cheaper Prices Revealed (Dec. 16, 2025), 
https://www.si.com/soccer/fifa-act-on-2026-world-cup-tickets-far-cheaper-prices-revealed



The employment of dynamic ticket pricing for the 2026 FWC starkly contrasts with FIFA’s core mission
to promote the accessible and inclusive promotion and development of soccer globally.5 This widely-criticized
decision to abandon the traditional static pricing model prioritizes revenue maximization over accessibility for
fans and host community residents. Despite host cities’ cooperation in bringing the vision of the largest, most
global World Cup in history to fruition, the consequences of dynamic pricing will make the 2026 FWC the most
financially exclusionary and inaccessible to date. 

The use of dynamic pricing on FIFA-operated ticketing and resale platforms allows FIFA to capture
inflated  revenues  while  placing  the  burden  on  fans  and  host-city  residents,  many  of  whom  are  already
contributing to the tournament  through state and local level  public funding for security,  transportation,  and
infrastructure. In the United States, taxpayers at the federal, state, and local levels are bearing substantial costs
to host the World Cup. Although Congress has appropriated approximately $625 million to reimburse local law
enforcement expenditures, local governments have had to garner additional funding of up to $150 million per
city for infrastructure improvements, transportation, and security preparations.6 

The high cost of hosting these games, without FIFA’s financial support, has forced some cities to scale
back or  privatize  the  acclaimed  fan  festivals.  Fan festivals  have  historically  ensured that  World  Cups  are
affordable for visitors and residents alike to participate in the World Cup celebrations,  serving as a partial
alleviation to the negative consequences of unaffordable tickets on the fan experience. Without public access to
these  celebrations,  the  affordability  of  World  Cup  tickets  becomes  even  more  pertinent.  However,  Host
Committees are collectively $250 million short of needed funding due to FIFA’s commercial contracts that
restrict  their  cities’  ability  to  accept  additional  local  sponsorship.  These  funding  constraints  have  created
significant obstacles for host cities to host public fan events.7 As a result, for the first time in World Cup history,
certain cities are taking unprecedented measures,8 such as charging admission for fan festivals or reducing them
due to difficulty attracting visitors.9 

Taken together, these financial challenges reveal a structural imbalance in the FWC 2026 model that
contradicts the core principles of the largest international sporting event in the world: FIFA maintains control
over the tournament’s most lucrative revenue streams, while host cities and their residents are left to shoulder
the substantial costs of accommodating millions of visitors, often without meaningful access to the matches
themselves. 

With  the  2026  tournament  looming,  we  urgently  request  that  FIFA  review  and  reconsider  the
tournament policies that have created insurmountable challenges to fans and host cities, and provide answers to
the following questions:

5 YouTube, Making Football Truly Global | The Vision 2020-2023, uploaded by FIFA (Feb. 27, 2020), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zOPUTQLHsA&t=16the funding needed due to FIFA’s commercial contracts, whichs
6 Politico, U.S. cities confront FIFA over World Cup costs (Aug. 31, 2025), https://www.politico.com/news/2025/08/31/world-cup-us-
host-city-cost-00528429
7 The Independent, Hosting 2026 World Cup to cost US cities upwards of $250m after ‘worst deal in history’ (Aug. 31, 2025), 
https://www.the-independent.com/sport/football/fifa-world-cup-2026-us-cities-donald-trump-sponsors-deal-cost-b2881267.html
8 Margaret Fleming, New York Is First World Cup City to Charge for a Fan Fest. It Might Not Be the Last, Front Office Sports (Jan. 
9, 2026), https://frontofficesports.com/nyc-fifa-world-cup-fan-festivals-paid-tickets/
9 The New York Times, “World Cup fan fests in Bay Area to be reduced after region’s lackluster draw” (Dec. 19, 2025), 
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6900446/2025/12/19/2026-world-cup-fifa-fan-fests-bay-area-san-francisco/



1. Will FIFA redistribute the unallocated bands of tickets to be dedicated to affordable tickets for fans?
2. What  measures  will  FIFA  take  to  ensure  that  tickets  remain  affordable  as  teams  advance  in  the

tournament,  particularly given that  many later-round tickets  have already been sold at  dynamically-
inflated prices?

3. Will  FIFA  commit  to  returning  to  a  static  pricing  model  in  future  tournaments  in  light  of  the
accessibility concerns raised by the 2026 World Cup?

4. Will FIFA implement changes to support host cities with fan festivals, or adjust sponsorship limitations
so host city committees can fundraise and host public tournament events for fans unable to attend the
actual games?

We appreciate your prompt attention to these issues and look forward to your response. We urge FIFA
to take immediate  corrective action to address the harms caused by its  use of dynamic pricing,  which has
transformed  the  world’s  largest  sporting  event  into  an  exclusionary,  profit-driven  enterprise  at  the  direct
expense of fans, host communities, and public taxpayers. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress



Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Nancy Pelosi
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress



George Whitesides
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Herbert C. Conaway, Jr.
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress



Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Ami Bera
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Josh Harder
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress



Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Emilia Strong Sykes
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress



Luz M. Rivas
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Christian D. Menefee
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress


